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The Sixth Sunday After Pentecost 
 

July 11 & 12, 2020  
 

What God Did: Proclaimed Victory. 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn I Lay My Sins on Jesus 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 372 

 
 

 Sundays After Pentecost: Depending on the date of Easter, this season consists of 19 to 24 Sundays, 

with the Sundays of End Time counted separately. The Sundays after Pentecost focus on Jesus’ 

teachings and the growth of our faith. The color for the Sundays after Pentecost is green. Green is the 

color of growth and new life. Through study of the Word and regular participation in the Sacraments, 

our faith grows and is strengthened by Christ.  
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M: The grace of our Lord      Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

 

C: And also with you.  

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, 

let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 

sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 

Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my 

sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May 

God give you strength to live according to his will. 

 

C: Amen.  
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray.  

God of all power and might, you are the giver of all that is good. Help us love you with all our 

heart, strengthen us in true faith, provide us with all we need, and keep us safe in your care; 

through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
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Be seated 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Joshua 23:1-11 

 

Joshua calls on the Israelites to thank God for the rest he gave them. 1 

 

 After a long time had passed and the LORD had given Israel rest from all their enemies around them, 

Joshua, by then old and well advanced in years, summoned all Israel – their elders, leaders, judges and 

officials – and said to them: “I am old and well advanced in years. You yourselves have seen everything 

the LORD your God has done to all these nations for your sake; it was the LORD your God who fought for 

you. Remember how I have allotted as an inheritance for your tribes all the land of the nations that 

remain – the nations I conquered – between the Jordan and the Great Sea in the west. The LORD your 

God himself will drive them out of your way. He will push them out before you, and you will take 

possession of their land, as the LORD your God promised you. 

 “Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, without 

turning aside to the right or to the left. Do not associate with these nations that remain among you; do 

not invoke the names of their gods or swear by them. You must not serve them or bow down to them. 

But you are to hold fast to the LORD your God, as you have until now. 

 “The LORD has driven out before you great and powerful nations; to this day no one has been able 

to withstand you. One of you routs a thousand, because the LORD your God fights for you, just as he 

promised. So be very careful to love the LORD your God.” 

 
 
 Joshua: The book of Joshua tells a story of conquest and covenant promises fulfilled in the lives of 

God’s people. After many years of slavery in Egypt and 40 years of wandering in the desert, the 

Israelites were finally allowed to enter the land promised to their forefathers. Joshua begins where 

Deuteronomy ends: with the 12 tribes of Israel camped on the east side of the Jordan River. The book 

opens with God’s command to move forward and pass through the river on dry land. It then tells of a 

series of military victories that gave the Israelites control of much of the land of Canaan. Although 

Israel’s conquest of the Promised Land continued after the events recorded in Joshua, the theme of the 

book is this conquest of Canaan.  

 

In Joshua, a historical figure and the leader of the Israelites, we clearly see a portrayal of God’s grace. 

Earlier in his life, Joshua was simply called Hoshea, meaning “salvation.” Moses later changed his 

name to Joshua, which means “The LORD saves” or “The LORD gives victory.” This name is the Hebrew 

equivalent of the Greek name “Jesus.” Joshua is an Old Testament type or foreshadowing of Jesus. He 

serves as God’s chosen servant to bring Moses’ work to completion and lead the Israelites into the land 

of Canaan. 
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 145  

 

The LORD gives rest to those who call on his name. 

 

 Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; 

  his greatness no one can fathom. 

 

 One generation will commend your works to another; 

  they will tell of your mighty acts. 

 

 The LORD upholds all those who fall 

  and lifts up all who are bowed down. Refrain 

 

 The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the proper time. 

  You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing. 

 

 The LORD is near to all who call on him, 

  to all who call on him in truth. 

 

 He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; 

  he hears their cry and saves them. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain   
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Second Lesson Hebrews 4:1-11 

 

We look forward to entering God’s perfect Sabbath-rest.  

 

 Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us be careful that none of you be 

found to have fallen short of it. For we also have had the gospel preached to us, just as they did; but the 

message they heard was of no value to them, because those who heard did not combine it with faith. 

Now we who have believed enter that rest, just as God has said, 

 “So I declared on oath in my anger, 

  ‘They shall never enter my rest.’” 

And yet his work has been finished since the creation of the world. For somewhere he has spoken about 

the seventh day in these words: “And on the seventh day God rested from all his work.” And again in 

the passage above he says, “They shall never enter my rest.” 

 It still remains that some will enter that rest, and those who formerly had the gospel preached to 

them did not go in, because of their disobedience. Therefore God again set a certain day, calling it 

Today, when a long time later he spoke through David, as was said before: 

 “Today, if you hear his voice,  

  do not harden your hearts.” 

For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken later about another day. There remains, 

then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; for anyone who enters God’s rest also rests from his own 

work, just as God did from his. Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will 

fall by following their example of disobedience. 

 

Verse of the Day  

 Alleluia, alleluia. Happy are they who hear the Word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and 

bring forth fruit with patience. Alleluia. 

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel Matthew 11:25-30 

 

Jesus promises spiritual rest to the weary. 

 

 At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 

these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was 

your good pleasure. 

 “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and 

no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
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 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 

you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For 

my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

 

 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day If God Himself Be For Me 

 Christian Worship 419 

 

 

 

 

 



pg. 9 

 

 

 

Sermon Colossians 2:13-15 

What God Did: Proclaimed Victory 

 

 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you 

alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that 

was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross. And having 

disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the 

cross. 
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Please stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth. 

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

   born of the virgin Mary,  

   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell.  

  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

  He ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy Christian Church,  

    the communion of saints,  

   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body,   

   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

THANKSGIVING 

 

Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 
 

Please stand 

 

  

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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Prayer of the Church 

M: Father, we thank you that you have released us from the law and that we now belong to Christ.  

 

C: Help us to always serve you in the new life of the Spirit and bear fruit for you. 

 

M: Father, we thank you for all that you do to provide us with our daily bread. Be with those who 

work to grow the fruits of the earth that you have given us for food. 

 

C: Give them favorable weather and a successful harvest. Allow the fruits of their labor to 

provide for the needs of the many who rely on them. 

 

M: Father, we thank you for our nation and the many freedoms that you have provided for us here. 

Guide our leaders to serve us with integrity. 

 

C: Be with those who defend our freedoms in the armed forces, as well as those who protect 

our freedoms closer to home. 

 

M: Father, we thank you for the seasons and the means to travel the earth that you have given us. 

Keep safe all who journey, whether by land, sea, or air. 

 

C: Bring them safely to their destinations and see them safely home again. 

 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

 

M: Father, we thank you for the great cloud of witnesses that surrounds us. We join our prayer 

with their  

 unending prayers before your throne. 

 

C: Bring us one day with them to the feast of joy that has no end in the kingdom of your 

Son. Amen.  

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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Hymn  In Christ Alone 

 Christian Worship Supplement 752 
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Please stand 

 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us 

strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your 

saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace.  
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Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn He’s Risen, He’s Risen 

Christian Worship 143 

 

 

Announcements 

 

WELS Connection Student Financial Assistance 

 

Postlude 
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Serving at Worship 
 

Minister Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Musicians Carmen Ruprecht, piano (Saturday) 

 Dan Schmal, organ (Sunday) 

 

Worship Notes 
 

• The flowers are placed by Bill & Bev Braun in celebration of their 50th wedding anniversary 

and by Alfredo and Liberty (nee Mayer) LiuPerez in celebration of the baptism of their son, 

Ozwin Albert LiuPerez, in a private ceremony following today’s 10:30 service. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Readings for the Week of Pentecost 6 
 

M Luke 9:57b-62 Mark 9:38-41 

T 1 Kings 19:15-21 Philippians 3:12-16 

W Luke 9:51-57a Matthew 19:27-30 

R 2 Timothy 4:1-5 Ezekiel 13:17-23 

F Luke 9:18-26 1 Thessalonians 2:13-20 

S Luke 14:25-35 Matthew 13:47-52 
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Parents’ Preview for July 19 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

“To Your Temple I Draw Near” (stanza 1) 

Christian Worship 226 
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Sunday Bible Study 
A new online Bible study begins today at 9:15 a.m. 

 

Moral Injury and PTSD 

Taught by Rev. Phil Henselin 
 

Pastor Phil Henselin volunteered as a police and fire chaplain for seven years before accepting the call 

as Executive Director of Institutional Ministries. While doing chaplaincy, he began to offer support for 

First Responders who were struggling with situations causing moral and post-traumatic stress injuries. 

He continues to offer this support in his new role at Institutional Ministries. 
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The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 
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Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 
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